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Introduction

ÁDisability as a research object

ÁDisability in societal context

ÁIncorporates multiple disciplines and
stakeholders 

ÁEntanglement of multiple perspectives



Introduction

ÁDSiN  

Foundation, started in 2009, with the purpose to 
realise the academicdiscipline of Disability
Studies in the Netherlands.

o Stimulating and initiating research and
education,

o Creating, sharing and evaluating knowledge,

o Contributing to social change, 
improve participation and inclusion of people
with disabilities in society. 



Introduction

DSiN aims to contribute to:

Å the effective quality of life for people with disabilities,
including self-directing their choices and life;

Å the full participation of people with disabilities, optimizing
their talents, qualities and lived experience;

Åan inclusive society with diversity, space and
opportunities for everyone;

Åa research and developmental tradition including people
with disabilities (and their organizations) in several roles,
according to the adage: óNothing about us, without usô.



DSiN ïóagendaô
Themes in research and education

ï Participation/ inclusion versus mechanismsof exclusion
ï Life situation/ experienced QoL versus Perception (how does 
óthe worldô looks até) 

ï Disability Paradox

Themes in research and education  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
           

Participation/inclusion 

Mechanisms of exclusion 
             Life situation/
quality of life 

Perception/ways of 
looking at disability 

www.disabili tystudies.nl 



Disability Studies:
ñDisability is an enigma we experience

but not necessarily understand ò
(Gary Albrecht)



Disability Studies:
Academic Discipline / Research Field

Å Critical reflection and research

Å Started in United States and the United Kingdom

Å Historical context

Å Now: people are studying Disability Studies across the
world

Å But: only recently in the Netherlands!



Contextual Model of Disability

Å Examining the meaning, nature and consequencesof 
disability as a complex social phenomenon

Å ICF:
Impairment
Handicap = social constructs
Disability

Å Understanding an impairment as an interaction between
the individual and the environment (WHO 1993)

Å Disability Studies and different cultures / Globalization





Cross Disability Focus

Disability Studies has a ócross-disabilityôperspective: its accent is not on
specific disabilities such as intellectual disability or deafness, but on
domains and
principles that are important for all people with and without disabilities (Van
Hove 2009). 



Inter - and transdisciplinary

ÅDisability Studies is an emerging interdisciplinary field of research 
ótargeted at enhancing enablement and preventing disablementô (Turnbull
& Turnbull 2002)); 

ÅDisability Studies: complexity and cross-over

ÅHealth, life sciences, humanities, education, economics, history, the arts

Å Intersections between disability, gender, race, poverty

ÅTransdisciplinair: multiple disciplines and multiple stakeholders

ÅLived experienceïcollaborative research 

ÅPolicy & practice ïe.g.:  human rights perspective



Nothing about us without us

Disability Studies should actively encourage
participation by people with disabilities and
promote leadership positions for them.

People with disabilities have lived
experience = very important knowledge
and experience.

! Experienceof stigma: caused by

ÅLabeling
ÅStereotyping
ÅDiscrimination
ÅStatus quo
ÅSeperation



What is important, necessaryand satisfying in human existence:

ÅPhysicalwell-being

ÅMaterial well-being

ÅSocial inclusion

ÅEmotional well-being

ÅPersonaldevelopment

ÅParticipation

ÅSelf Determination

ÅRights

--> Objective & personal subjective conditions of life are entangled:

perception

--> Focus: equity, empowerment and life satisfaction, families and natural

networks

Disability Studies & Quality of life
Family Quality of life



Quality of life ïmodel~ Robert L. Schalock



Family Quality of life



Participation ïInclusion - Individualized Supports

ÅSupport needs = basis of individualized
education and support planning

ÅThe level or intensity of a person´ s support 
needs = basis for planning and finding
resources

ÅPerson-centered planning, personal growth, 
community inclusion and empowerment



Belonging - Inclusion - Community



Participation - Inclusion - Education and work



Participatory Video Project Nijkerk
Tamanisha



Universal Design Model

Universal Design:

Å designing products and spaces so that they can be used by the widest range of people 

possible

Å evolved from Accessible Design, a design process that addresses the needs of people with 

disabilities

Å goes further by recognizing that there is a wide spectrum of human abilities

Å erveryone, even the most able-bodied person, passes through childhood, periods of 

temporary illness, injury and old age 

Å by designing for this human diversity, we create things that will be easier for all peopleto 

use 

(www.universaldesign.com)



Communication

All sensesare involved:

N Viewing

O Hearing

I Feeling

Smelling

¶ Tasting



Question 1


